DAILY BIBLE STUDIES 

"WHOSE MONEY IS IT, ANYWAY?” – PART 3   

SELECTED SCRIPTURE
MAY 7 – MAY 13, 2006

THE LORD'S DAY - This week we continue with part 3 of our mini-study dealing with money, stewardship, and giving.  We learn from the very beginning in the creation of man that we were made to be stewards of God’s resources for Him.  Wise stewardship and principles of management and giving apply to all of us regardless of the amount of our “income.”  Read Genesis 1:26-31. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today? 

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God to help you to truly comprehend the privilege and responsibility that is ours as His stewards.
MONDAY – When we come to gather together on the Lord’s Day, if the truth were known, we would find a lot of different reasons why folks are at church.  We do worship the Lord through preaching of His Word, singing of praises, and serving by using our spiritual gifts to build up the body of Christ.  And, as strange as it may sound to some people, the weekly offering is a time of worship to the Lord as well.  It is in our giving back to God that we can physically express our thanks and worship of Him.  We can tangibly express our love and gratitude with excitement when we understand we are giving to help advance His kingdom here on Earth.  May we understand that giving to the Lord is worship and a means that He uses to bless others.  Read Acts 2:44-45, 4:32-35, 20:35. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to help you worship Him with zeal in your giving. 

TUESDAY – Not only is “giving” worship to God and one way God uses to provide for those in need by moving around His resources, it is also a way God blesses the giver.  We must understand that giving is a matter of faith and obedience.  We give trusting God and His Word to meet our needs, and we must be giving obediently with a generous spirit.  Luke 6:38 is a key passage Jesus spoke concerning giving.  It shows us that giving is commanded.    (next page)

The Greek word for “give” is in the imperative, making it not a matter of suggestion, but a command from Jesus Christ Himself.  The symbolism Jesus used in this verse comes from the grain market of His time when people would gather up their robes as a basket like pouch to receive their grain from the dealer.  Read an example of this in Ruth 3:15.  So, Jesus was telling us that true generous giving will be rewarded by an overflowing basket of our own blessing. 
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank God that as we obey Him and His Word He graciously chooses to reward us and give so much to us. 

WEDNESDAY – I don’t want us to have the mind set that we are going to give to God in order to get back a huge overload or payoff.  This sinful notion is blasted forth today in so many “Christian” circles and pulpits.  Giving is done to worship God and express obedience and love and thankfulness to Him, NOT to get something.  Our gracious God has seen fit to give back and reward those who truly and generously give to Him, for only He knows the true motive behind our giving.  Malachi explains a bit more about the principle we learned yesterday—how God abundantly rewards sacrificial, obedient giving.  Read Malachi 3:10.  This principle is also put forth in the New Testament as well.  Paul also confirms this when he expresses to us the necessity to give generously to God in 2 Corinthians 9:6.  Both of these verses, along with yesterdays, explain to us very simply—generosity in giving results in a greater reward from God.
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to help you be a generous giver, not a stingy, cheap giver.  After all, you are giving to the Lord of the Universe and it’s all His anyway!

THURSDAY – In 1 Corinthians 16:1-4 we find a detailed recording in Scripture of an offering that was being collected for the needy Jerusalem church.  This passage of Scripture details several important principles on giving that model for us, and every true church, the kind of giving God loves.  Read the passage carefully and you will notice these questions being answered: 1. When should we give? Answer: the first day of the week (verse 2)  2. Who is to give?  Answer: “each one of you,” NO ONE IS EXEMPT (verse 2).  Even the widow in Scripture gave of what she had (Mark 12:41-44).  3. How much should we give?  Answer: we are told to “lay something aside, storing up as He may prosper.”  Paul is telling us we are to give as God has prospered us.  As we will see later on, this means we are to give sacrificially as God has been so gracious to us.  (next page)

What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?  

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to help you establish the discipline and obedience in your giving that he has required and commanded.

FRIDAY – Today we will look at several “characteristics” of giving in a Biblical way.  We find in 2 Corinthians 8:2 that the believers in Macedonia were giving even in a difficult circumstance.  They were in “deep poverty” and their economic condition was bleak and uncertain, yet they gave liberally anyhow.  What a lesson!  True Biblical giving transcends the most difficult of circumstances.  We also find in Scripture that we are to give generously and cheerfully.  Paul, in 2 Corinthians 8:2, uses the word “liberality,” these people were generous and “single-minded” (not thinking of their own needs).  If the Lord wills, we will study this verse more this Lord’s Day.  We read of the proper attitude of giving in 2 Corinthians 9:7.  True Biblical giving is done from a sincere desire in your heart.  2 Corinthians 8:3-4 tells us these believers were actually “begging” to be involved in giving.  These are some beautiful characteristics that should be seen in our lives. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to cultivate in you the true Biblical characteristics of a giver that God approves of. 

SATURDAY – We wrap up this week with a few more “characteristics” of Biblical giving.  In 2 Corinthians 8:5 we see that these believers actually gave “themselves” before they gave their money.  God demands and desires your life and you can’t “buy Him off” with a few bucks (Romans 12:1-2).  We also find that these believers gave in a spirit of love (2 Corinthians 8:7).  They gave in an attitude of love for both God and God’s people.  Finally, we must understand true Biblical giving is motivated by God’s grace.  You will never give to God properly without an understanding of His grace.  For all He has given us who are His true children, we are motivated to give all we can back to Him.  Read 2 Corinthians 9:15. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to convict you and teach you how to give to Him in a way that honors and recognizes all He has done for you.  May we give not only our money, but all we are.
